Subscribe now — save 50% off the newsstand price and get a special bonus!

Subscribing to The Texas Observer: Risk Free.
Not Subscribing to the Observer: Risk Being Blind-Sided by Things You Didn’t Even Know Were Happening.
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From Harvard professor John Kenneth Galbraith to Hustler Magazine
publisher Larry Flynt, people who value truth value The Texas Observer:
“The Texas Observer tells it like it is and tells it the way
most newspapers canʼt, or wonʼt.”
Ann Richards, former Governor of Texas
“A well-researched journal which more orthodox Texas
statesmen feel should not have the protection of the First
Amendment.”
John Kenneth Galbraith.

“Every state in the Union should have a newspaper that
not only sheds light on its history, key local issues and
distinctive culture, but also provides a progressive voice
and dares to expose the scoundrels in its midst. For 50
years now, deep in the heart of a traditionally conservative
bastion, The Texas Observer has bravely and honorably
done just that.”
Larry Flynt, Publisher, Hustler Magazine

“It took me awhile after my time in government to realize
that whatʼs important to the journalist is not how close
we are to power but how close we are to reality. I learned
that in no small way because of the Observerʼs habit of
challenging the ofﬁcial view of reality and getting as close
as possible to the veriﬁable truth.”
Bill Moyers

“For centuries politics, journalism and poetry have been
enduring, if at times uneasy, bedfellows. So it feels good
to pick up the Texas Observer, ﬂip to the poetry page,
and ﬁnd this endangered tradition alive and well. In
todayʼs fast paced world, the little oasis is most deeply
appreciated.”
Cristina Mauro

��������
��������
�������������������
��������������

From Alice to Dallas, Discover the Stories Shaping Who and What We Are in Texas.
Subscribe to the Texas Observer Today and Save More Than 50%.
Yes! Start my subscription to The Texas Observer at
the special new subscribers rate for the term checked
below. I save over 50% off the regular newsstand price!
One year (24 issues): $27
One year foreign rate: $45
Two years (48 issues): $52
One year student rate: $18 (copy of student ID required)
Special Bonus Offer!
Three years (72 issues): $75 — your best deal! Plus, get
a free 50th Anniversary t-shirt!
t-shirt size:
small
medium
large
X-large

Please
make any
necessary
corrections

Check enclosed
VISA

Charge to my
MasterCard
American Express

Number:
Expiration Date:

• Tom Delay and the
corruption of power
“For DeLay, the purpose of
Texans for a Republican
majority could be
summed up in two words:
congressional redistricting.
Despite the damage it is
doing to the institution,
and the disenfranchisement
redistricting will wreak on
rural Texas, those who took
DeLayʼs money continue
to try to do his bidding. As
DeLay put it to reporters
during the session: ʻIʼm the
majority leader and I want
more seats.ʼ”
The Rise of the Machine
• The scandal of Tulia,
Texas
“Of forty-one suspected
drug dealers apprehended,
thirty-ﬁve came from Tuliaʼs
tiny black community. Ten
percent of the townʼs black
population was taken down
by one undercover agent.”
The Color of Justice

Name on card:
Signature:
Phone:
Email:

Mail in the reply envelope provided.
For faster service subscribe online
at www.texasobserver.org or
during business hours
call toll-free (800) 939-6620.

The Observer
uncovers the
stories that are
shaping Texas
— stories the
major players
don’t want
you to know…
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What are you missing? Subscribe
now
and get award-winning, in-depth investigative journalism
on the people and politics of Texas that you won’t ﬁnd
anywhere else.

…and so much more!
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Feed Your Mind, Nurture Your Soul
From New York, Texas to New York, New York,
people rely on The Texas Observer to shine a light on the
activities of Texas politicians, corporations, and suspicious
characters. Issue after issue, we break news that the
national media make famous, from The New York Times
to NPR.
Texas Observer readers know itʼs not always about
being ﬁrst. Getting to the truth behind the headlines is
more important. Our writers take the time to ﬁnd the
stories that others miss. Stories that often change lives,
laws, and legends.
You get the whole story, not just the soundbites.
And when your political thirst is quenched, you can turn
to the back of the magazine for the cultural side of Texas
— book reviews, essays, and poetry.

“This is where you can tell
the truth without the bark
on it, laugh at anyone who
is ridiculous, and go after
the bad guys with all the
energy you have, so long
as you get the facts right.”
Molly Ivins
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Journalism That Motivates,
Captivates, Illuminates.

Truth is Priceless. Get The Observer
for as Little as $1.13 per Issue!

You Risk Nothing When You Say
“Yes” Now!

The Observer is the bane of politicians and power
brokers who would rather make their deals and ply their
craft without anyone watching. And Observer articles have
even been used by others to call these politicos to task:

Youʼve got countless publications and on-line
resources to choose from, but only the Texas Observer
will bring you dedicated investigative reporting,
award-winning poetry pages, and a staff of writers and
editors coveted by other publications. And donʼt forget
regular columns from Molly Ivins and Jim Hightower,
who shine their own brand of fearless, irreverent, and
passionate light on the doings of Texas politicians,
corporations, and others who often wield more power than
good sense.
So donʼt miss another issue.
Start your subscription to The Texas Observer now
and take advantage of our special limited-time offer for
new subscribers. Just use the order form, or for even faster
service you can subscribe online at www.texasobserver.org
or by calling us toll free during business hours at
800-939-6620 (where youʼll get a real person, not an
annoying series of recorded options).

Best of all, whether you subscribe for one, two or
three years, you risk nothing. If youʼre not completely
satisﬁed with The Texas Observer, simply cancel at
any time and weʼll refund the unused portion of your
subscription price.

• We were the ﬁrst to tell you how the Texas business
lobby backed Tom DeLayʼs redistricting coup dʼetat
and what they expect to get out of it.
• We told you how the Republican Tax Plan robs from
the poor to pay the rich.
• We told you which Fat Cats and Plutocrats get in bed
together to decide how the rest of us are going to live
our lives.
• We told you what Bush cronies are making millions off
No Child Left Behind while guaranteeing second-class
citizenship for this nationʼs poor kids.
• Weʼll tell you whoʼs buying all the water in West Texas
and paving all the farmland between Harlingen and
Lubbock.

A Special Offer for New
Subscribers!
Sign up for a new one-year subscription (24 issues)
for just $27 — a 16% savings off the regular price.
Or go for 3 full years of Observer coverage at just
$1.13 per issue and get a special bonus —
Start your 3-year
subscription now and
weʼll send you a Texas
Observer 50 Year
Anniversary t-shirt, free!

* Start Your Subscription Now — Just Use the
Enclosed Order Form, or visit www.texasobserver.org.

In a June 2004 press conference, former
Representative Chris Bell told reporters that he
began working on his ethics complaint “after
reading ʻRise of the Machineʼ in The Texas
Observer.” Our coverage of the manipulation
of the 2002 state House elections by House
Majority Leader Tom DeLay and the Texas
Association of Business was incorporated into
the ﬁrst complaint ﬁled before the U.S. House
Ethics Committee in seven years!

“The Observer lights little
prairie ﬁres of rebellion with
hard-hitting, deep-digging
journalism.”
Jim Hightower
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You donʼt have to hold ofﬁce or lead a movement to make
use of what you read in the Observer. Ordinary citizens tell
us that the Observer gives them a running start in their own
��
efforts “to address social conditions by providing sound and
in-depth information about a multitude of problems.” Some ��������
���
say theyʼve even changed what they buy and eat because of ���� ��
��
things they learned from articles in the Observer.
So donʼt delay, subscribe today.

June 18, 2004 • $2.25
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OPENING THE
EYES OF TEXA
S FOR FIFTY Y
EARS
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November 19, 2004

YEARS
S FOR FIFTY
ES OF TEXA
ING THE EY
• $2.25 O P E N
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K Street
Croupiers
To m De La y’s
Bo ys at
th e In dia n
Ga mi ng Ta ble s
by Lo u Du bo se
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The V-22:
Texas’ Deadly
$16 Billion
Boondoggle
By Robert Bryce
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